Appendix One

STRAND STATUES (Thirty Years' War, 1908-1957)

The Evening Standard, June 19tli, 1908.  The Secretary of
the Vigilance Society quoted:

" I have personally, on behalf of the Society, lodged a protest
with the Secretary of the British Medical Association/* said
Mr. W. A* Coote, the secretary of The Vigilance Society. He
informed one of our representatives that he is now putting "the
complaint in a letter of protest to the Committee, " At present the
sight is bad enough, but when the hoarding in Agar Street is
removed, it will be a scandal. I am at a loss to understand the
object of such representations. In no other city in Europe are
figures in sculpture of the nature shown on the building in the
Strand thrust upon the public gaze.

" If photographs of the statues were sold in the public streets
or exposed for sale in any shop, proceedings would at once be
taken* We intend, unless the offending figures are removed, to
take action and see whether the law is strong enough to deal with
such a display. If it is not, the fact will lend additional interest to
the proceedings of the Parliamentary Committee which is, at the
present time, inquiring into the publication of certain books and
pictures, and the holding of certain exhibitions,"

The views of Mr. Walter Crane:

I have not seen the statues and do not know who the sculptor is,
and I can therefore express no opinion on the artistic merit. So
far, however, as the principle involved is concerned, I am entirely
in favour of frank sex representation in art. Undisguised portrayal
in ;this respect provides the sculptor with his best opportunities.
Michelangelo was seen at his best in the frankly nude, and others
whose work is of the highest order did not disguise sex* To be
artistic, however, sculpture in this form must be noble. There is
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